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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Bpredil B8, 1877

CONFIDENTEAL-

MEMORANDUM FOR: THE PRESIDENT

ZBIGNIEW BRZEZINSKI

FROM: STU EIZENSTAT S’L E
SUBJECT: Concorde Landing at JFK Airport

The Port of New York Authority has scheduled a meeting

for next Thursday to deal with Concorde. Prior to

that, it will reach its decision either at a private meeting
on Monday, or at a breakfast with Governor Carey on

Tuesday.

The lobbyist for the two foreign airlines has informally
suggested to us a possible compromise, which he believes
would be acceptable to the British and French. This would
provide for: 6 months of demonstration flights at

Kennedy Airport instead of 12 months; 1 flight per day for
each airline instead of 2 flights for each; and the
avoidance of one runway which points into the heart of
Long Island. The information available to us indicates
this possible compromise has not been discussed with
anyone in New York, and we cannot predict their reaction.

A federal court order requires DOT to release its draft
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) concerning an SST
noise rule by April 15. (The issues on compliance with the
court order are covered in a separate memo from Secretary
Adams). If the Kennedy Airport issue is not resolved by
April 14, the Port Authority (or Carey) may use the publication
of the draft EIS as grounds for further delay or rejection
of Concorde. This would leave the airlines with the choice
whether to proceed with court action, which they would
probably lose. Thus it is probably now or never on any
intervention from here.

DOT has also reviewed the airlines' technical data, and
concluded tentatively that, with changes in flight
arrangements, it "appears technically reasonable to our
noise experts." However, Secretary Adams recommends that
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we not get into this technical issue now, and that
you not involve yourself in it. You will be receiving a
memo from the Secretary on this subject.

Prime Minister Callaghan and President Giscard emphasized
again to Secretary Vance the importance of this issue, and
Giscard pointed to likely retaliation against U.S. airlines
if Concorde is turned down in New York. Many calls from
the British and French have been received urging your
intervention into this matter.

In addition, on April 7 the British formally linked

‘the issue of Concorde landing rights to further progress

in the bilateral air negotiations.

The negative political heat which your previous statement
sparked is unlikely to increase because of another call
to the Governor.

We recommend that you make another call to Governor Carey
asking him:

1) +to accept the proposal outlined above;

2) to present it to the Port Authority as an acceptable
compromise; and

3) to urge the Port Authority to act expeditiously.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

| T April 8, 1977

~CONFIPDENTIAL

MEMORANDUM FOR: ' THE PRESIDENT

ZBIGNIEW BRZEZINSKI

FROM: 2 : STU EIZENSTAT Sha EI:{‘,

SUBJECT: ' Concorde Landing at JFK Airport

The Port of New York Authority has scheduled a meeting

for next Thursday to deal with Concorde. Prior to

that, it will reach its decision either at a private meeting
on Monday, or at a breakfast with Governor Carey on
Tuesday.

The lobbyist for the two foreign airlines has informally

: suggested to us a possible compromise, which he believes
- would be acceptable to the British and French. This would

provide for: 6 months of demonstration flights at
Kennedy Airport instead of 12 months; 1 f£flight per day for
each alrline Instead of 2 flights for each; and the
avoidance of one runway which points into the heart of
Long Island. The information avallable to us indicates
this possible compromise has not been discussed with
anyone in New York, and we cannot predict thelr reaction.

A federal court order requires DOT to release its draft
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) concerning an SST
noise rule by April 15. (The issues on compliance with the
court order are covered in a separate memo from Secretary
Adams). If the Kennedy Airport issue is not resolved by
April 14, the Port Authority (or Carey) may use the publication
of the draft EIS as grounds for further delay or rejection
of Concorde. This would leave the airlines with the choice
whether to proceed with court action, which they would
probably lose. Thus it is probably now or never on any
intervention from here. i P

DOT has also reviewed the airlines' technical data, and
concluded tentatively that, with changes in flight
arrangements, it "appears technicqlly reasonable to our

noise experts." However, Secreta;y Adams recommends that
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wea not get into this technical issue now, and that
you not involve yourself in it. You will be receiving a
memo from the Secretary on this subject.

Prime Minister Callaghan and President Glscard emphasized
again to.Secretary Vance the importance of this issue, and
Giscard pointed to likely retalilation against U.S. airlines
if Concorde is turned down in New York. Many calls from
the Britlsh and French have been received urging your
intervention into this matter.

In addition, on April 7 the British formally linked

the issue of Concorde landing rights to further progress
in the bilateral air negotlatlons.

The negative political heat which your prev1ous statement

gparked is unlikely to increase because of .anbther call
to the Governor.

e recommend that you make another call to Governor Carey
asking th.
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1) to accept the proposal outlined above;

‘"521 to present it to the Port Autholity as an acceptable

compronisae; and

3) to urge the Port Anthority to act expeditiously.
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